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VI. An Ahjlrafl of a Books Entituled, 
NEKPOKHAEIA: Or, 7 k *f Embalming- 
wherein is jhewn the Pjght of Burial and Funeral 
Ceremonies, efpeciatly that of PreferVing Bodies af¬ 
ter the Egyptian Method. Together with an Account 
of the Egyptian Mummies , Pyramids, Subterranean 
Vaults and Lamps , and their Opinion of the Metem- 
pfychofis, the Caufe of their Embalming : As alfo 
a Geographical defcription of Egypt, the Pyfe and 
Courfe of the Nile, the Temper, Conjlitution and 
Phyjicf of the Inhabitants ; their Inventions, Arts, 
Sciences, Stupendous Works and Sepulchres, and o- 
ther curious ObferVations any ways relating to the Phy- 
fiology and IQioy>ledge of this Art. Part I. Illu~ 
Jirated with a Map and fourteen Sculptures. By 
Tho. Greenhili, Surgeon. In 4*0. London, 1705* 


T N confidering the great Incroachtnents and daily Abufes 
J[ of the Undertakers by pra&ifing the Balfamc Art, as 
alfo how little had been wrote on that fubjeft, the Au¬ 
thor was willing to vindicate the Honour of his Company, 
and to retrieve the Pra&ice ol fo ancient, fo ufeful, and 
fo noble an Arc as that of Embalming : He was therefore 
defirous that fome Ingenious and Learned Perfon, through* 
ly qualify’d by the Knowledge and Pra&ice of the feveral 
Branches of Pbyjick, might have undertaken this Work 5 
but meeting with none that would give themfelves fo 
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much trouble, he thought it better to exert his .final 1 
Talent, than that the Bdfamic Art, which bears fo cor id. 
ccrsbie * Figure in Surgery , as well as other Sciences, 
ihculd be neglected and palled by as a matter not woah 


taking not ire 
war, drat he 
deify and bum 
i ule all faults. 


ot. A farther motive to his Undertaking 
hoped by fubmitting with the grcsieft ;n> 
iliry to the Learned World, they would ex- 
by reafeo, it is not fo much to be round 


huh with, if in attempting to find out an unbeaten rath, 
erne often miftake ones way. 

To this end therefore he applys himfelf, by way of Let¬ 
ter, to three Perfons, who for their skill in Hiftory, An- 
t irruHvcs and Languages 5 their knowledge of Books, Ma- 
miferipts, or Things themfelves, as well as their Experi¬ 
ence and Practice in Phyftck and Surgery , evidently appear 
to be proper judges of this matter. 

The firft Letter is add relied to Charles Bernard , Efq 5, 
•Serjeant.Surgeon to her Majcjly $ at that timeMafter of the 
Surgeons Company, and one of the Surgeons of St Bartho- 
Umve'% Hofpital. 

Li this Letter the Author (hews the Excellency of Surge¬ 
ry a d that Anatomy and Embalming are Branches thereof, 
and equally to be efteem’d 5 the one informing us of the 
conftituenr Parts of the Body, and the other prefierving 
them frefn in our Sights and Memories: That Embalming 
isnolefs ancient and noble than Surgery itfelf, whence 
he infers the Authority and Reafonablenefs of its Ufe : 
That the Naturalijls , the Phyjtcian , the Surgeon * and the 
Anatomijl reap great advantages in the way of Knowledge, 
from the prefervation of Animals and other Rarities. The 
Naturalijl makes ufe of it in collecting and preferving 
a numberlefs variety of Things in the Animal and Vegeta¬ 
ble World. The Phyjtcian , in prefervf g the Juices of 
the Body from Malignant and Putrid Feavers. Jt teaches 
the Surgeon the Art of Bandage or Rouling 5 as alfo to 
know what Remedies, are proper againft Mortifications, &c. 


It 
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It teaches both the 'Phyjician and Surgi * (by Anatomy) the 
fituation and parts of a Man’s Body, and to prepare true 
and natural Schemes of the Veins, Arteries, Nerves, &c. 
Then he obferves, that without the Balfamc Art Anatomy 
is deficient 3 inafmuch as it can neither fo particularly, nor 
frequently {how us, what in conjundion with it, may be, 
without any offence, contemplated at anytime, and as of¬ 
ten as we pleafe 3 fo that the prefent Age accounts the 
chief ufe of this Art to be in Anatomical Preparations, 
as alfo that the Knowledge of it fnay be ncceliary in our 
Dnmeftic and Culinary Affairs 3 fuch asconferving all forts 
of Root?, Herbs and Fruits 3 preferving Wines, Fruits, 
Fiefh, Filly &c. But the more antient, more general, 
and more proper ufe of Embalming lies in preferving a Hu¬ 
man Dead Body intire 3 more Ancient, as having been de¬ 
viled by the Wife and Learned Egyptians , and more gene¬ 
ral, in that it relates to every particular Perfon 3 which 
neverthelefs being looked upon as an unneceflary expen five 
trouble, was another reafon for him to aflert, that Em¬ 
balming was a particular part of that Duty, which obliges 
all Mankind to take care of their Dead. In order to this, 
he fir ft gives us feme cogent Beafons to prove the Right of 
Burial, what things are neceflary thereto, whether Cere¬ 
monies are needlefs and Superftitious, or Monuments Vain¬ 
glorious, and this he lays down according as Nature 
didates, the Law of God appoints, and the Law of Nations 
direds and obliges. Then hefhevvs the want, of Burial to 
be a Punifhment and Curfe, and that even the particular 
Ceremonies of Funerals are not to be negieded 3 yet with¬ 
al cautions his Reader to avoid the miftake of thinking the 
want of it, or any particular Ceremony thereof, may be 
any ways prejudicial to a Chriftian Soul, or any occafion 
of the deficiency of the lead part of the Body at the Re- 
furredion, and only (hows the Infamy and Difgrace of a 
Body being denied Burial 3 and how far, wherefore and to 
what end the following cuftorns are to be made ufe of 3 
X xxxxxxxxxxx 2 fuch 
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fueh as Kifting the Dead, Clofmg their Eyes, Conclamation , 
Sounding Brazen Veflels, Wafting, Anointing or Embalming 
the Dead, Adorning, Drifting and Crovning the Corps, 
Laying it out, Carrying it forth, the Funeral Proceftion, 
Burning or Burying the Corps, the manner of Mourning, 
and in (hort, many things relating to the fore and after 
part of the Funeral Duty 5 giving a great variety of per¬ 
tinent Quotations out of Ancient Authors, intermixed with 
good ccnje&ures of what inducements the Ancients were 
influenc’d by, in falling into and adhering to their various 
and refpe&ive Cuftoms : But his main View is to (how 
how far tbefe Funeral Rites and Ceremonies are ufefui and 
allowable, when accompanied with the Art of Embalming • 
and on the contrary, how vain and ridiculous they are 
when ufed without it^ especially if they do but intheleaft 
exceed the. bounds of Modefty and Frugality. And thus 
having (hewn, as aforefaid, how and when Funeral Cere¬ 
monies are ufefui, as alfo that they are infignificant with¬ 
out Embalming j he tells you moreover, “ That care is due 

* to the Body, tho’ Lifelefs, upon the confideration, that 
‘ the Soul, in a feparate (fate, longs for Re-union, and 

* willies'her Dead Companion to lhare in her then prefent 

* felicity, by virtue of eternizing Monuments. He fets 
‘.forth, that Embalming is the belt and moft lively way of 

* preferving the memory of dcceafed Friends, by giving a 
‘ real Prefence, inftead of faint and fhadowy Reprefenta- 
4 tions, and brings abundance of Ideological, Phyfical and 

* Political Arguments, in vindication of the Art of Em* 

4 baiming 5 but not having room to infert them, we will 
only mention two or three of the latter. 

‘ Fir ft, If we take it in a general fenfe, as the .Art of pre- 
‘ ferving the Memory of Man, as well as his Body, it is very 
4 extenfive and infinite. In. this fenfe, all the Monuments 
4 of the Ancients, Statues, Poems, Writings, <&c. may be 
‘ efteemed a kind of Embalming : And in the fame refped, 
Fame may not improperly be called the. Goddefs and Pa¬ 
tron ds- 
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«- tronefs of Embalming, and Mercury her chief Minifter, to 

* proclaim to the World the Heroic Ads of memorable and 

* famous Mem Secondly, Having {hewn that all things 
«intended to preferve a Name may be comprehended un- 

* der this general fenfe of Embalming , he fets forth, that 
«the Balfamic Art, properly fo called, is at once the beft 

* and raoft durable way to compafs that end, all other Mo- 
« numents being known to decay and moulder. Thirdly, 
‘ the Balfamic Art is recommended not only by its durad- 
« on, but by its great ufe in other Sciences $ particularly 
‘ P hypo logy. Anatomy, Surgery and Phyfick, as intimated a- 

* bove. Fourthly, Embalming is neceuary for tranfporting 
» Bodies to the Paternal Sepulchres, for which moft People 
« have a particular defire. Fifthly, Embalming not only 

* prevents the Plague and Putrefadions, and confequently 

* frees from the Terror and Deformity of Death, but like- 
« wife fecuresdead Bodies from the infultsof InfefD and 

* Brutes, by reafon of its bitter and ungrateful Tafte, 
Laftly, Confid ring the Egyptian way of Embalming by rol¬ 
ling, and the Modern by wrapping up in Searclbath, ob- 
fcure tbe Objed, and are alfo imperfed upon feveral other 
accounts, the Author endeavours to (how a poffibiiity of 
inventing a method how to preferve the whole Compagcs 
of the Body for ever without Putrefadion, in fuch manner 
as its Texture and Structure may remain entire, of the fame 
proportion as before, and of the fame Colour and Flexibi¬ 
lity^ without any vifible contradion, diminution or uncoa- 
lormity of Parts, whereby the DeadCorps may be kept by the 
Parents, or handled by the Anatomifl without any offenfive 
Smell, orfaftidious Mador. So that Bodies thus Embalmed 
feem not to be dead but afleep, waiting for the Refurredi- 
on, and differ frotnthe Living in nothing but Speech and 


Motion. r 

The fecond Letter is infcrib’d to Dr John Law]on. Some¬ 
time pre/ident of the College of Phyficians, London ^ itr 
which, altho Embalming be its chiefly intended fcope, yet 

the. 
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vhi Author confidering that the Egyptians have been allow¬ 
ed to be the firft Inventors of Arts and Sciencies, and that 
ihzy were the only People who ufed this particular manner 
of Embalming, treated of in this Letter* lie thought it requi¬ 
re to ccnfider every particular ctrcumftance of time and 
place, the fevera! Drugs, Plants, Minerals and many other 
things which are advantageous to the Egyptians above g- 
ther Nations, as alfo to enquire into the reafons which in« 
duced them to ftudy this Art, and after what manner they 
came to find it out. To this end, he gives a fhort Geo¬ 
graphical Defcription of Egypt, and takes notice of the 
Salubrity of its Air and Water, with the Pvife and Courfe 
of the Nik t Fertility of the Soil and Sagacity of the Peo¬ 
ple, with fevera! needfary Remarks on their Religion, Cu- 
ftoms, Arts, Difeafes, Phytick and whatever elfe might tend 
ro the Difcovery and Knowledge of this led Art. Where¬ 
fore in the firft place he (hews how Egypt is lima tec!. r i 
bounded, together with its Extent, Divifion, m 0 vend 
Denominations, Number of Cities and Inhabitants, t>> ;.-Kb 
how it came to be fo populous, and to be accousix*: ewe 
Miftrefs of the World, and Mother of Arts and Scwoccs.- 
He gives the Characters of both the Ancient a 


Modern 


Egyptians, with their Make, Complexion, Temper, Con¬ 
futation, Habit of Body and Difeafes; ho v fruia'ul they 
were in Children, very long liv'd and of great Antiquity : 
That they were the firft Inventors of Phy/it , Anatomy , 
Ckymijlry, Sxrgery and Embalming \ of C ' camelry, Afirono- 


whence 


it came to 


,„ y , Mathcmaiks and the like 5 from 
pafs, they performed greater and. more wonderful Works 
than the World befides. He (hews you their opinion of 
the Metempfjchcfs , and their Belief in she Rtfurreftion * 
hew they came at firft to find out Embalm Eg, and Low 
they peiiormed if. That there were fevera! Kinds of Em- 
Calming, tv*, with Afphsdt or PiJfafpEtlt, with. Gyi or Cam 


01 

<0 


caar. 


with Aromatics and Spices. 


That there were 
cveral Officers belonging to this Work, luch as a Clerk, a 


• <5 

rtr if., 
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Priejl, ora Phjfiain^ an EmbJmer ir • wrgtmt .* a Poffittc* 
tor or Apothecary $ :i D Jfettor or An. ton< ji $ ;» Cat’K^o- or 
Salter 5 a Dcfigner or Painter, a He* all, Carver ana the 
like: Alfo :'•«*£>«•#»<*©• a Drejjfer ot the Da d and’lb;*?/^A 
one that furnsthd all nm.flarks for Funerals, cadei in 
Latin , UbitinatiHs • He like wile (hews the particular Cere¬ 
monies ufed about the D ad, fuch as were their C( ffins 


and Scroles painted with Hieroglyphick Characters, &c,. 
the Books, Writings, Arms, M dais. Images, Aver run cal. 
Prophylactic and Poly char actarijlick. Statues $ which were 
either included in, hanging upon, or appertaining to the 
Mummies, representing their Superftitions and Magical way 
of Embalming. Then he tells you, that after every thing 
was got ready for the Funeral, how the Embalmed Body 
was put on Board a Ship called Barris, and by the Ferry¬ 
man Charon wafted over the Lake Achcrufa, and there judg¬ 
ed and tryed according to the feveral Virtues, Vices and 
Actions of its paft Life ^ and accordingly either honoured 
with the greateft Praifes and Commendations, and Mag¬ 
nificently Interred, or elfe mightily exclaimed againft, and 
deprived of Sepulture : That it was this that made even 
the Egyptian Kings themfelvesto live uprightly, fearing fo 
much as to anger the common People whilft alive, left 
they fhould incur their Eternal Hatred after their Death. 

Our Author likewife adds, that the Egyptians , to prevent 
borrowing, which was the Parent of Tdlenefs, Frauds and 
Branglings, fuffered none to borrow, but on condition they 
pawned the Body of their Anceftor, and it was reputed 
both an Impiety and Infamy, not to redeem it fo loon as k 
was poliible f fo precious a Pledge was it elteemed, info- 
muck, he that dyed bfcfore he had acquitted that Duty, 
was denied Burial. Other ftraage Ceremonies he recounts* 
fuch as. purring the Embalmed Bodies into Cates Carved ‘af¬ 
ter their own fimilicnde, and fitting them up in Niches 


in their Halls c 
adorned, where 


i Parlours in great erd 
they took & c.-esr del 


t and very richly 

id e to ix a Ion?, 
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Race of Anceftors., in a manner with as much fatisfa&ion 
as if they were alive and converfant with them: Nay, as 
feveral Authors aflert, they placed them at Table like 
Guefts, and made merry with them, by Eating and Drink¬ 
ing 5 but he concludes, that fuch as Buried their Dead 
out of their Houfes, in the Fields and Plains, built Sepul¬ 
chres for them, as noble as poffible their circumftances 
would admit, chufing rather to have their Monuments 
magnificently built, than their Dwelling Houfes 5 foraf- 
much as they defpifed the prefent Life, and took little 
care in building their Habitations, looking upon them but 
as fo many Inns and Baiting places, where they were to 
inhabit but for a Seafon $ whereas the Glory of a future 
Life, that was to be procured by Virtue, they greatly 
efteemed, and confequently fpent their whole Care, Study 
and Riches about the magnificency of their Sepulchres, 
which they called Sempiternal and Eternal Houfes, look¬ 
ing upon the time they are to dwell here on Earth, as no¬ 
thing, in refpe&of the flay they were fo make in the Grave. 

The third Letter is to Dr Bans Sloane, Secretary to the 
Royal Society, and Fellow of the College of Phyficians, 
London, 

Being a fuccind account of the Pyramids, Subterranean 
Vaults and Lamps of the Egyptians 5 for as in the fore¬ 
going Letter was fully (hewn the manner of Embalming 
Dead Bodies, in this the Sepulchres or Repositories where¬ 
in they were laid, is chiefly confider’d : Forafmuch as the 
Egyptians did not only content themfelves with preferving 
their Dead from Putrefa&ion, but likewife with equal 
care provided Conditories that might be Iafting as the Bo¬ 
dy, and in which it might continue fecure, both from the 
Injuries of Time and Pefons, becaufe they Religioufly be¬ 
lieved, that fo long as the Body endured, fo long would 
the Soul continue with it, not as a quickning or animating 
Spirit, but as an Attendant or Guardian, without going 
into any other Body, as otberwife they thought it would, 

firmly 
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fir:' '.y believing the Tranfmigration. To this end there- 
fcve they built their Hypogea and Pyramids, as lading 
Monuments to prefer ve them from the injuries of Time 
and vcacher, tor which reafon they chiefly made them 
of a Pyramidal form, the better to fecurethem from 
Ruin. Our Author Slews their Situation, Number and 
Founders, as like wife-how many Men were employ’d in 
the building of them, - together with "a compleat Defcri- 
ptipnof the great Pyramid, its Entrance, firft and fecond 
Galleries, Anticloiets and fpacious Chamber wherein Cheaps 
Tomb (lands. He iikewife deferibes the fecond and third 
Pyramid , with the Lodgings of the Fried;:, .and the mbn- 
ftrous figure of the Sphinx reprefentjtig Momptlsa, and af¬ 
ter various Obfervations and Reflexions on thofe Stru¬ 
ctures, be proceeds to deferibe the Subterranean Caver 
near the Pyramids , together with the Mummies both of 
Men and Birds therein contained as alfo an Account of 
the Perpetual Lamps, fuppofed to have burnt in the Ire ft 
Pyramid and Subterranean Faults, to what end they were 
invented, and of what matter ccmpofed. He (hews how 
that they efteem’d Fire the Emblem of the Soul and of 
Eternal Life, fand gives the Sacred Reafon w hy they mili¬ 
tated the Feail of Lamps, &c. In a word, he has given’ 
us more light into this Art, which contains the Hiftory of 
the firffc Antiquities of the- World, than any of thofe ini- 1 
perfeX Accounts of Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus , and 
has improved it in fome things, and in others apply’d it 
to thofe life's that have hardly before been thought of 
All which renders the whole Work more compleat than 
any other Book wrote hitherto upon that fuhjeX. 
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